RAIN GARDENS AND RAIN BARRELS
WHAT IS A RAIN GARDEN?
A typical rain garden consists of a shallow depression that
is a planting bed of native plants, loose soil, mulch, and
sometimes stone. Together, these elements collect,
absorb, and clean runoff. Well designed rain gardens
collect and soak up rainwater that flows off of hard
surfaces. Commonly referred to as stormwater runoff, the
rainwater spreads throughout the rain garden. As the
stormwater runoff passes through the soil mixture,
physical and biological processes such as plant uptake
and absorption to soil particles remove pollutants and
nutrients in stormwater runoff.
Captured runoff from
downspouts, roof drains, pipes, swales, or curb openings
temporarily ponds and slowly filters into the soil over 24
to 48 hours. This helps protect the Atlantic Coastal and
Chesapeake Bays from fertilizers, oils, and other pollutants
carried by runoff. In addition to cleaning our waterways,
rain gardens also help:
- Replenish groundwater resources
-Protect structures and landscaping
- Enhance the beauty of yards
- Provide wildlife habitat

RAIN GARDEN FACTS
Does a rain garden form a pond or wetland?
NO. The rainwater will soak into the ground within 24-48
hours after a storm.
Will a rain garden become a mosquito breeding ground?
NO. Mosquitos lay eggs in standing water. Rain gardens do
not hold rainwater long enough for mosquitos to reproduce
successfully.
Does a rain garden require a lot of maintenance?
NO. Established native plants require no more maintenance
than any other type of garden. Native species generally
require less maintenance if they are planted in the right place.
They do not need fertilizers, pesticides, or additional water
other than what nature provides (unless there is a severe
drought).
Is a rain garden expensive to build and maintain?
NO. With any garden project, the cost is related to the
location, size, labor, tools, supplies and materials, and plants.
To keep costs low, invite family and friends to help build the
rain garden and buy perennials. Your one-time investment
will come back each growing season.

